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MINI-ERGITORIAL —_

_______________ In 1959, when ERG first appearei, fanzines were as
plentiful as meteors in SF films..e.and they all went in for large

anniversary issues (if they survived for twelve months). However,
the effort involved in gestating and giving birth to these mammoth
affairs almost invariably killed off the publicaticn on the spot.

Since my only ambition for TRG was to enjoy publishing
it, (a motive whiclh seems inexplicable to certain modern, self-styled,
toritics!) I never noticed the first year sliding by..or the next, or
the one after that. Tricky things these years. Defore I knew it, ®the
20 year mark was approaching. I succumbed and put out an Annish. The
ripples had hardly dies away, than I realiseg that another gear end was
looming on the horizone.the big one, 21 YBARS of publicatidn, gther
fanzines have earlicr first issuese... but only ERG has survived with a
regular guarterly schedules..I purr slightly at the thought of having
set a records.you are nov holding Britaint's oldest regular quarterly
fanzines sesand I have a sneaking suspicion that it might also be the
world's oldest regular quarterly...unless of course, you know differently.

Whole forests were decimated to bring ydu this issue,
treat it with care, Repgular servicing will ensure that it lasts for
years. Avoid getting eye-tracks over the pages as this detracts from
the tradd-in value., :

Now %that the 21 year merk is past,. I can forget
annishes for a whilcc..25 years should be a good target for the next
one. However, since this annish coincides with my retirement aftery
32 years teaching, future issues will bite more deeply into a teacher's
slender pension (Bven if the Clegg Committec which has now been sitting
for TEN MONTHS,.finally reaches an agrectent about teachers payle So,
ERG must become an even more limited propositione. Postal rates have
boen hiked punitivelye...just mailing out a year's issues takes S4p. In
view of all this, I can no longer hold the previous subscription rate,
New rates are listed above.s.s]l hope you will subscribe, as free-~loaders
must now be drappeds. If vou do not subscribe..or respond by way of
regular grades or letiese L'm afraid welIl have to part. Unless you
prefer to trade with fue by fr1ay of main~line or SF magazines. I'll
a ccept any SF magezitic, space travel, aircraft, cinema or similar



publication...Popular Science, Popular lMechanics or whatever, at its face
value, in trade for ERG. Thus, if you send me a few issucs of Popular
Fliying to $o a face value of §2,00, then you get the noxt three issues of
ERG, If in doubt, contact me first and we'll work something out.

For U,X. readers, I fancy an alternate schencs Subscribers who
nake no responsc to the magnzine arc not really viable for its needs, as
their cash does NOT cover the materials and postage involved in mailing "
theia an issuce..50, how about this ? Ify on receipt of ERG, you mail a
decent (0K, that's subjective, but you get the idea) LOC and cnclose 25D
in stamps, you will automatically get the rext issue, UWe both gain, YOU
get four issues per year at the old rates.or a saving of almost 10p an
igsuees I get feedback response fron the recaders., If this scheme proves
satisfactory, I plan to phase out ordinary subscripticns entircly. The
nane of the garwe has to be RESPONSE. I hope youlll play it fricends.

Every so often, T get a letter asking how uy Stateside trip is
firming upe TFor new readers, Let ne state briefly that Dave Kyle and
Lynn Eiclman (with Miret Fandom) have organised a fund to get ne over to
an Armerigon Conventione.the Horeascon in Bes tone..({and if any rich, kind
philanthropists want to mail in a dollar or a couple of grahd, the place
tc soend it i@e..lynn Hickman, 413 Ottokee St., Wauseon, Ohio 43567 USA,
or to re in the Uelees..thank'ee kindly, orc and all))

So, the plan winds to naturity after several previous scthacks,
Fext August 22, Val and I fly out of Heathrow to Boston, and will be
stnying ot the Boston Sheraton for that weckende..Friday until Monday « .50
if you live in that area, why not drop in und visit 22 On M nday, I
¢atch the 11~30an plane to Detroit where I shall be meeting uUp with Lynn
% clman (any ¢ hance of @ brief detour into Canada, Lynn?) and driting
down to Wouscon, On The Wednesday, I'L1 be transforred to Michael Banks
and visiting & couple of Acrospoce Museunse. Thursday we set off to drive
back to Boston, arriving there
T»idey . Septe298h in tine
for NORIBASCON 2 anid a
rovisicn wita Val who will
Eave been whoopdng it
up at the Boston
Sheraton in ny absence
Cones HMonday, Septe
Tst, and the 9«30
prr £light out
of Boston (Carc
tc host us fron
noon to Gw30
aryone ?%) and
back to the
UsRe and a king
size txip
repart to typee
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The gquestion, "Car maclrines think 2" hinges lergely on wnat you
mean by 'think'. One dictionary Y consilted zave ‘ehink! ag to 'work out
in the winde'...which, since machines don't have minds, would seom tu uake
on end of the problem. On the other hand, if we accept 'mind* as the part
whicl does one's thinking, then we've pgone the full ecirele and i1f a machine
can think then 1t must have o part which does the thinking.

Let's try againe. !'te think, is to work oute..somewhere." Well,
can o machine do that ? Cbviously, we don't mean work out the anowor to
a sinple sum if somebeody prosses tho buttons for it...as in a calculators
However, if our machine will, in the midst of some othir process, declde
thot it necds to know..soy, what 242 makes, ané procecds to work out the
arsweTrass.then that noy be thinking.

Carcful therce..if the machine's instructions (its programmo)
tell it to do such a task if need be, then 5t is mercly following what it
25 been sct to d0e..-'if this..do that'! end is exhibiting no more brain

power in the thinking department than woter sprinkler which dceides the
roct is on firce..and thercefore sprays water in all directlons...eoven if
the heat comes from some clot lighting up kis Meerschaoun dircctly beneath
the tenperaturc scnsor.

I would fancy that if you offer up a problen to a mochine, and
the machine digests it, mulls it over and finally decides cn a course of
aetion which will result in solving that probleri..then that machine nay
well be thinking. Let's digress a nonent and lcok at another type of
bohaviour which is generally clossed as thinkinge.on aninal in a 1azCe
After a fow attempts at threading the maze, proficiency is gained and the
animal reduces its errors to a mininum. Is this procaess 'thinldng's If
it is (and most pet owners would swear that it is), then we already have
t#hinking! nachines in existence...plus widgets which wander around in
search of power points to plug thensclves into for a re-charge; 4 POOCESS
analogous to one's pet hunting out the hidden dish of Krunchy Kernels or

whatever...without a sense .f snell, I night add.
t-

We talk glibly of animal 'intelligence' and the skilles shown in
learning tasks - the pea-sorting pigeon or the antics of the trained
dolphin, maybe even the trained guide~dogs AlLl these scen to exhibit
thought patterns which pass for inteclligenceesor *'thinking'. But naybe they



are sinply conditioned responsess... 'Do this = ehting that' or putting it
another way, when we train pigeons, dolphins or guide dogse...ore they
1Tearning by conscious thought'..or are we just prograouing thens Been if
you plunp for the forr », I'm inclined %o wonder if 'learning' isn't the
viclogicel oguivalent of the nachine's 'programing's. After all, nachines
can be built to do the pea-sorting trick and other activities..within the
physical linits pkaced upon then by their design.

If by such rule~of~thunb yardsticks as the ability to Tlearnt' how
to 3o various tasks we assess the ability to thinke..then we DO have
thinking machines with us todaye. However, I nmust saclly adnit that pea~
scrting, maze running, newspaper-fetching and other anties arc largely
stimulus-response affairs, and as such dc not necessorily indicate there is
intelligence hiding under the thick skull (or hatchwcover), Admitted, a
certain amount of nenmory is reguired.,..but maclhnes have nerioxricsSes «bOUKS
tapes, discs, bubble-menpries, and flip-~flop ecircuits will all help a
nachine to remenber your wife's birthday. A boiler thernmostat will note
a tenperatufe rise and adjust its heating accordingly, but no ome would
clnin it 'thought' about the tosk.

To solve the problen, Turfing proposed non-vesual ceniunication
(phone or telegraph) between human (A) and contact (X}eeae with X being
either another humans.or 2 thinking nachines If, after a suitable spell
of nattering, A is unacble to identify wacthes X is hunan or nachine, then
one must accept that the nachine..if nct 'thinking', is operating aisaY fad
way indistinguishoble frenm such agtivitys..and since a difference which
cannot be discerned ceases to be a differcnces..then-the machine is said
tc be thinkinge. In practice, I fancy Turfing overlooked one dead-sure
whay of spotting the nachine every tinice essinply posc a long string of
factuanl ané nathenaticol questionse. If response is 1005 correct, then you
ean be surce you arce talking with a nachine...unless of course, soneonc told
it to slip in o few nistakes ev.ry so oftene

Certainly, if such a test were carricd out using sone of the 13-
year olds in oy classes, in pesition ¥, then poor old A would wonder what
third category had slipped in between hunan and nachine, Would ycu credit
a 13~ycar-cld who ident*~" ° %iz home eity by the nane of a nincr suburb ?
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The Partmn ==ehine test scunds prodvsy coreeinoing, buat wasllw, it io
wxtn1l Jusl a rather ok avel ~ersion of the stinulus and response affaire.
If you dont't put in a question, then you don't get a response, I'o
inclined to think that a real thinking nachine would NOT require prining
with 2 question, or indeed, the stinulus of any sort of communication, dbut
would be scli-prining. It woguld exanine ite enviromment, decide on sone
aspeet which it Aidn't quite understande,.and then set abecut finding an
explanation, It would initiate its own schenes and ideas and then work out
how to carry then cut, Thus, if a GIGANTIC THINKIAC paused in the task
of calculating wing-roct strcases in superscnic aircraft,.and sud.lenly
preduced a statistical conparison of cancer deaths with environment, habits,
work and life styles..or a new pusical sonatae.. ITC raje that gadget as a
thinking nachinee.

When that day comes THINKIAC nay well ignorve cancer or
music, but instead, levote its energics to Jdevising and creating THINEIAC 2.
Onte sterted, such 2 line of activity would scon escalate beyond any dreans
of control and we would have a realetine COLOSSUS on our backs, Provided
it made itself o Union card, nothing could stand against ite

Maybe nct next year..or even next decade, but intelligent
machines arce on the waFeesaers
.000000.

*** It nakes you think, doesntt it?

..ooooo.uoofrerry JGOVOS.--
fron the nud-flats of Shefficlid.

POINTS TO pO‘IIDERO LR

17th Century. Pascal's machine
s numbered up te 99999

; 19th Century, Babbage's machine
? was to have 1000 nusber storcs,
) each of 50 places

% V| Early 20th Century..punched
I i ‘ cards were up to 80 digit
Bkt : : nunbers.

N

S N A ) 1946 ENIAC weighed 30 tons
I e N and used 18,000 valves

1980 a desk top wini-

, conputer can equal SNTAC
e e with some 50K bits in its
FMerIeTY o

The Hunan Brain has
‘sorig 10,000K neuronss..
a long way aheadas..but
progress is catching up
temitie Any bets on
when it will get there ?
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gF fans arc, I helieve,
eternal optimistse. After
«l1, we not only hope for
(and scretines believe in)
a grand and gloricus future
for Hunankind, but also
place ourselves one step
aheal of the nundone pess-—
inists by ewven believing
that there will be a futurod

INGS that go bump - - --

- Pannish optimisn is cven
nore anply demonstrated In nore irviediate
wufsuits. The sight of a near-broke fan raising on
. Wuste? flush during a con poker gane, or a quick scgn
of nony fen arriving at cons in cars which barely riove,
carrying liccernme plates indicating that they travelled 800 niles or mo &«
get there $- that's optinisn. The proverbial ant clinbing on elephant's leog
wvith dubious intent pales in colparisone o o
Bainz a fan, I an likewise optinistic -- perhaps overly sSo. If 1 could
show you nuy collection of losing lottery tickets, you night in fact consider
the terrn Toptinost' to be an understatenent. But I kevp tryding, hoping for
that inpcssible ‘'lucky. nunmber’, and winning #2,00 now and thens There's
even optinisn in ny losing. I'n keeping the tickets, you scc, not to paper
the wall, or cven to nake a lonpshade (as Bill Bewers has lone¢)s Ho, what
itn waiting for is philntelists to begin collecting lottery tickets; after
a1ll, they collect tax stoaaps tood
§till, this silver cloud of cheery optinisn
about losing docs have a dark lining. There is,
o begin with, a weckly crash of disappeintnent as
the TV announcer rcads off the winning nunbersess

vaoThere T sot, dro.ling in anticipation. Tonight
T UILL WIN, T told nyself, The odds are with nej .
this is the ten-~thousandih lottery T've boughte I
had a wrecognitive Adreair, and I need the noneye

W WINS B cel itld . -
I WILL WID I could feel it Finally, after all

the pre-cnptive bull, it was tine. Time ton draw

a « #
the 100-zillion dollar nunber. The announcer I%eao! a i
began drawing the nunmbers cut of little contain- g;
" . RE OHt0
ers, readeing then off as he wente Threeye. 1745674 4 cent
Sevengofince Eighte ' BLACK

THATYS TT ! Those are ny nunbers; only one nmore to go. Be three, be threce
#And", the announcer sailes, "the final nunber ises." pause for effecte.
Phe final nunber 1s .« THREE.™

HURRAK ¢
"Oops, sorry about that follkse." The anncuncer cuts into ny delirium. #That
£innl numbex is Eight. PFight, T read it wrong."
*¥C1RSH** Mt arcans shatter...along with the TV tubcesss

WElL, it's nnt gquite that bade. But I have had sonme very close calls, though
nover close cnough te win the bipg noneye. Also soiie very frustrating exper-
iancese. The tire I alnost bought 2 $10,000 instant lottery winner, for
instance. Pichure if you will, yours truly on pay daye. a couple cf extra
dallmes burning a hole in ny pochet. What to do 2?2 Well, says I To nysclf,



says T, I think I'1] waste a2 Iollax an-an instant lottery ticket.

Tince It just hapyvencd that the next stop for ne, after leaving the bank,
was a grocery stcre which sold lottery tickets. In I walked, deciling te do
the repair job on the nachine first, and buy the ticket on the way out, Finc.

IVE ninutes alf¥er entering, T hat finished the job at the rear of the
store, and was walking up front to buy ny tickets I began hearing screans
and cheers, then ppplzises What? a2 the President waliced in ? No, o
wonan Hal bought an instant lottery ticket --- the one I Jdidn't buy == and
had won TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS! JFrustration? Yes, to put it ildliy s

AMARRRRRGGGGHUHHUHAT 43 to put it subtly. T wallked outside and cricde

ind then there are the herse races. I have only bet on a horse once in
ny life, having stayed away froo it because I understand the practice is
addictives - (If you believe in onens and such, you nay call ne a dunder-
hooded fool-on this cme) ' It was March 21 197%, ny birthlay. . "Pwas a fine
day, and, by ccindéidence, I kept sgoing signs sayling, "Happy Birthday" as [
grove ohout town on ny duties. Though they were ngant for others, I was
cheered anywaye In conjunctiocn with these signs, I sow the nunber ©
repeated in nuanerous fashionse. Two bank nessage boards for example, which
displayed tine and tonperature aleng with Birthday Greetings for souchody or
othere rend 66 dogrees. I was driving along Sixth Street when I notice® 2
big VHappy Birthisy, HMike" sign in a shop windowe
My Gth repair call of the day, 0d 1y enough, was to fix a leak in the
nrin gysten at tBar 6' at Latonia Race Track, in nenrby lentucky. ind,
incredible os it nay sean, 1 arrived a fow ninuvtes before the start af the
5:h racce It was ny birthday, sc I decided te chance 2 g2 bet, just for the
well of ite
indy 2o you know that horse nuriber 6 VWONa...at 120 to 1 227
Right, but I had bet on number 3, nuy lucky’ nuribers .1t didn't

even placee i+ T still buy lottery ticketse You can't get ruch more
cptirnvistic thon that. Oh yos, in cnsc you nipght be wondering, I do win ot
one thinge I always win lots ot pennies off ny wife at poker =- but I have
ta give her the nconey to pay ne off.

.- - Michael A Banks...fron the wilds of Chig m==—- - -
Y X ACE XX Y YY) XA '3)L}Jﬁw;fin@1r;h!Xk@JﬁLhJuALKM]JELMQJ
and Michael also sends news of 1=
FURCPEAN_SPACE _AGENCY YWAW TN SPACE?
sponsors an art :
Competition for the 18-27T year olds.

11 competitiors in that age range, are invited to illustrae the thome of
Man Tn Space, choosing their own fornm aof expression i~ drawings, pointings,
sculiptures, mod els postors, pocns, short storiecs, plays, audio-visual
presentations, nusical compomitions etce { (tlow 1IOW do they hope to Judge

: B <. onYy
that lot on any common basis 22J) oo 4311 be national prizes, as this ic
open to all European countrices. Closing date is JUNE 1980 es+s0 get weaving
on vour entry..or pass this to anyone who nay be interccted if you're too
Iong in the toothe Grand prize (apart from a scad of trips, Awards and
wedals ctce) is a visit to the Kennedy Spoacc Centme and the Shuttle and
gpocelab facilities. For dctails, write t= Mre A.M.Hughes

British Association Young Scicntists, TPortress House, 23 Sovilc Rowr,
LONDON 11X 1AB...or your Europecan ZS4 offices wherever you 1live in Europe.
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EEEE;§£=EQB§§E According to ny records, this 1ittlc picce first appearcd in
Ro. Pardoc's 'Scagull! during 1970.... the nogozine then folded.
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Lightnihg flashed across—the rain-
shocted skye. Thunderous peals of
pealing thunder crashed crashingly acx.as the heaving heavens. Decep down in
the depths of the darksonce village, the only road bridge crashed into the
roarins flood waters beneath, toking with it the only telephone line leading
$o the bleak nansion on the hill. Torrents of water streaned fron the skies
on to the ivy covered walls of the stately crunbling Ophand Manor. It was
rather a filthy night.

ithin the najostic walls of the venerablce building,
all was warnth, light and festivity. Gathered round the Testuve boarad and
festering rerrily, werce the guest of old Lord Elpuzz, scion of the Ophand
Clune Fcod had ebbed and flowed across the great banqueting table. Wino
nhad kad cbbhed and flowed even nore freely and as the revelry reached its
eight, a bleary-cyed Lord Elpuzz staggered to his feet. The old noblenan
polished his sre ctacles, wiped away sone of the food which had ebbed and
Mowed acrogss his once glcaning-white shirt front, and surveyed his guests,
Roising a thin-veined, aristocratic hand, he waited for silence. Gradually
the nerry buzz of intellectual conversation slowed, difthered a bit and
finally pround to a halt, BEvery eye was an Lord Elpuzz as the guests waited

2 ' 7 N
with 'bated broath, $Hicd" said his Lorship. He pousced and nused awhile,

perhaps Latin was not the right language for this occasion. He began again
in the ringing tones which had once raollied the troops in the latrines at
Aldershot. YFriends', he orated. "Look around you at all thesc richcs®.

At this point, lord ¥lpuzz waved his arms wide in a magnifiecent swec:iing
gesturc..vhich caught the soup turcen before hin an? slid it necatly off the
table and into the lan of Laly Lucille Astices ™With truc aristocratic savoir
faire, Lacy Lucille took up her spoen and disposed of the debris. Ognoning
the minor contretemnps, Lord Flpuzz ceontinued, "Soneday, all this will beclong
to ny heir. That person's nane will remain a secret until ny death, but
thies T will tell you...that person is sitting at this toble tonight. One

of you here will inherit all this..." He repcated the nagnificent gesturc
and Lady Lweille resipgnedly reached for amother spoon to remove the contents

of tho austand! bowils T give you a toasti" cried his Lordshipe. Raising

his nowdar bllne balloon glass, he declained the Clan Motto.."Ophand, Always
he Dphaud i Lord Elpuzz drained his glass in one gulp, uttered a terrible
scirzan of agony and crashed to the flocy.



Hernlock Shonies, one of the poorer offshoots of the Ophand
fanily, was the first to reach hin, but by the time he knelt beside the body,
Tord Elpuzz was refely a haphazard collection of cleanly picked bones.
Sonething flapped liuply anong the bats of the glass. Shonmes swept it oside
then laid his hand against the skeletal rib-cages 4 strange, corie trilling
whistle filled the air -- the unconsciocus sound Shones nade when confronted
by an enigna,., He rcached a decision, "His Lordship is dead," announced the
naster silcuth.

"Poisoned 2?7 queriwd o quavering voice.

Miorse ¢!'frownced Hernlock. ''Sone utter cad slipped a rare
Piranha-Paranha fish into his drink, The ordinary type can finish the
flesh off @ nan's bones in 25,9 seconds. This was a steroid-fed conpetition
type bred for the Olympics and it did the job in less than ten.”

MT knew therc was sonething fish about this set-up®, whined
the pinply faced young Lick Larss who had recently returned frou Paraguay.
Was it nurder, dc¢ you think, or Jid it get ther¢ by accident M
N1t was rurder all right", said Shomes in his dech bronze
colourced voices VAnd whoever did it left a clue.' He
stooped and retricved a slip of pasteboard fron between

£he vietin's dentures. Holding it to the light and
adjusting his bifocals, the nan of bronge reald out,
"Don't put nuts in the ariouri. 3
"That riust be where the nurderer hid the fishi,
S yelled out headstrong old Branmer. ‘Let's sec if he left
\s;:::?__w# any nore clucs. Beforc Shomes could stop hinm, the old
= fellow tottered across the room, ralsed the vizor of the
1z 5 __{ nearest suit of arnour (worn by Lor( Elpuzz grandfather at the
(ff'-' A sicge of Coventry) and thurst in his head to lock for
i e’ ) cluess There was a grinding crash as the vizor, is leading
= =*" cdge sharpened to the kecnness of a razor, dropped onto
Pranner®s ncck. Tho corpse slunped to the floor whilst a hollow {Boing*
frorm within tho armour dcnoted the arrival of his nut at the bottor.

#That elininates hinm," said the sleuthe ©The on”“ thing to do
is to rewenact the crimes Onec of us rmst take the place of Lord Flpuzz and
go through his movemcents to f£ind who could have slipped the Piranha-Paranha
into his wine¥ ‘iSuppose they slip in another one 2" guavered the quaver-
ing voicce "Not a chancc?, scoffed Shores., I will take his Lordship's
place, and to prevent any Piranhe-Paranha getting at ne, I will tie this
tca=strainer over .y nouth to kecp out any such danger. Come, to our
places; let us re-~cnact the crinc,”

Mve ninutes later, Shones reached the gesturing stgges Once
again, the soup tureen nalde rendezvous with Lady Lucille's lissor laps She
locked resignedly at the ness. 'YTo hell with it," she said, and standing
up, renpved the soiled gown and sat down again, composcedly in her underslipe.
Ten seconds later, 2t the second gesture, she rose again and digearded a
custari~covered slips The remaining guests began to sec the poassibilitics
inkerent in this reconstruction and waited eagerly for further gesturcsese
but Bhomes was intent on the job in hand, Raising the balcoon glass, he took
a long swipg and mplaccd it on the table., Renoving the tea~strainer fron his
face, he smiled benignly at the onlookers. "Sec," he saids "Perfectly safel
he saides He took a slin cigar fron his pocket, struck a natch and 1it it.
#“The Fdentity of the nurderer is obvious." He snmiled wickedly, "It was of
coursesse.!' At this point, the cigar betweun his lips explodedl

11
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'Jock' Savage was first to the body. Yhipping out a strangely
shahed device from a secret pocket in his cumrterbund, he operated a switch
on the ailw and within a few seconds had collected the mortal remains of
Hermlock Shomes. A strange, eerie trilling sound filled the rod~. It was
Jock Savage's portable bagpipes which he played in moments of great stress.
'The man of green (50 named for the colour of his teeth) marched up and down,
deep in thought. His eyebrows smouldered, and a low buzzing came fron
beneath his collar, Savage paused. '"Another murder! he announced and
Lady Lucille noticed the way his vibrant voice vibrated resonantly..™and
another cluey" he added, Adjusting his high-power contact lenses, Savage
read from a slip of paper..."Smoking can affed your health."

Three of the guests turned ahen-faced, rummaged within their
c¢lothing and withdrew a motley collection of smoking equipnent..two
Meerschaums and a Churchwarden. Three hands rose and flashed down. Three
pipes shattered at their owners feetseve. and three sharp explosions narked
the removal -~ “hree more names from the list eof suspects. Savage quickly
plied his pocket vacuum cleaner, then eyed the remaining guests. Doddering
old Potsodo, equally doddering old Schweinfeva and the tall slender Lady
lucille clad only in her brief silk undies. His gaze lingered thoughtully
on her Ladyship. His eyes 1lit up, "I think we should enact the crime once
again," his ddep voice rumbled. "But first I must refill the soup tureen
and the custard bowl., Lady Lucille gave a resigned shrug, and old Potsodo's
focethoved a fow Angstroms into the purple.

The job was soon done. Potsodo, Schweinfeva and Lady Lucille
took their places. Savage donned a tea-strainer to keep out Piranha-Paranha,
and laid a fifteen foot cigerette holder to hand as a protection agasinst
exploding cigarse. He began his speech.

In duc course, the soup tureen landed on Lady Lucille's lap and
with complete indifference, she wiggled out of a lacy but soup spattered
garment and cast it fron her. Potsodo's face an even decper shade of
purple, his eyes bulywd. Vainly cluthcing his heart, he slid beneath the
dining table. “hen the custard bowl spread across Lady Lucille's upper
storey and her custard-somked bra flew through the air, it was Schweinfevats
Eurn to follow Potsodo into oblivion. The Ophands never did have strong

eartse. ' .

Savage shot a penetrating glance at Lady Lucille. With only two
of them left alive, he was beginning to suspect her. Nevertheless, he took
a long swig at the Chateau Frontenac '9%, 1lit the stogie in the end of his
fifteen foot holder, and sat back to puff meditatively as he studied Lady
Lucilee (Savage had no heart tromble). .

' There was a tiny pop of gas from the stogie. A tiny need, poisoned
with the venom of a Zmittle know Amazonian fanzine sped up the fifteen feet
bore of the holder. Savage was dead before his body reached the floores.
silence reigned oxcept for a strange, eerie trilling noisc. The body hed
fallen on the bagpipese :

It was at this point that the old and trusted rateiner of the
Ophand Clan dashed in, grabbed Lady Lue}”™ " ~ undcr one arm, and the vast
treasure bf the Ophands under the othere He had been the culprit all the
timess.after all, in any decent murder nmysteryy it is always the butler
who did it. . .
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FA From time to time, whenever
: the fancy takes me, I hope
to natter about some of the
better..or more unusual fnz
vhich have come 1y ways.

This will NOT be a hatchet
job, or night of the long
kniveses.fanzines should he
for fun...NOT niscry. Even
if a fanzine is utter crud,
sorteone has worked on it and
hoped to gain pleasurc
therefrons Harsh vituper-
ative comrtent will not coax
such an editor to inprove,
but gentler, nore construct-
ive oriticisn night heolpe

As o schoolinastery I dc
not get children to iuprove,
or tey to inprove by flaying
thent verballye..rather the
carrot than the goad. So
let it be with fanzines. I
want PUN in ny fandon, not
"EUD, S0 on 'tO.oc

S 4T oCOMMENTARY

Bruce Gillespic, GPO Box
5195 4A, Melbourne,Victoria
3001, AUSTRALIA.

544 for fivewisdfies (ond convorsion pre rata). T have Noa 57 (Hove?9) fo
hand, containinj 16 (photolith?)pages, lorge 2tp, 4in article on 'How To Be
A Critic!: sone excollent revicws, and a few thoughtful and interesting
letters. T enjoyed the 'Critic'e.nice huricur, but I'd rate the reviews as
sho nain reascn for hunting cut this fanzine, paeudonyiious or nat. Then
again, if letters get y.u, these are not the average 'hackletter' so pick
wherc you like, it is all good stuff. My only criticlsu ig thot Ifd¢ like
to sce SFC running o fow snall *filles' of the saue quality as the writing
to fully round out the excellent 1ittle zinec.

__________ Norbet Spehner, 1085 St.iean, Longucuil P.Ge Canada J4H 223 will
cost you H1.50 single or 6 for $8,00. SUPERBLY profiuced, top-level artwork
and phetographs grace its slkick 4h large pages (it outshines rags like
STARBURST and ean give GALILEQC a run fer its nionoye You get two bits of
fiction, interview and artiecles, plenty of bosk, film and other reviews with
censional £MzZ mention. This is defimitely for the s&c...in essonce, this
is the re-naned 'Reguicn', but if you hadn't noticed the nane change, you
cculd be forgiven..little else has altered. Oh, there is one snage.sit is
entirely in Frencha.so if you have perdued the plune de votre tante, this
F§sn't f r yoUeaeassbut if you can parlez bicn...then don't niss it.

ZHE_TIQITHL HQJIELI;ﬁz Robort Runto, 10957 88.ive. Ednonton, Alberta

Canada T6G )¥9. It IS a nontkly..achieved by a rotating editorship. 18 gqto.
pages, $9.00 a year US, - Very neatly duplicated, variable artuork, fair to
gocdy Mice hexdirpgs, ond articles, reviews and letters. Minor criticisn is
fhat it is s5till o bit introverted to perscnal events...but ctherwisc, o good,
cheerful fanzine, pleasant to read..not gosh-wow-faanish, or too s&eca I like
the sonthly idea, and once it finds its level it will be a winner,

-----
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£=§=L=3, The issue to hand ia fer *Fall-Winter-Spring-Sumner-Fall 1970=79
and the price ncdestly claims..'easily worth F3,00! Well, you do get 50
superbly printed photdlith poges with sone (but not a great deal) of the
best art eround..and sone not so goods There a photo pf C.L, Hoore o
acconpany an interview. Yarbro (C.Q) wribkes on suspense techniquess; a
checklist itenm, (Robert B.Howard); on examination of the Gor books..I wonder
il that has a comnection with !Gor Bliney' ?. You get a mail colunzn, & bit
on SF Warganes..and nany ncre gocdicse 0Oh yes, they conc down a bit on the
Pricces %500 will get you I issuose..fron Michael Ward. P.0. Box 1490,
Cupertinoc, CA 950145 U.S.A. Its price cquals fAnalog plus a bites.but F Fael
its guality surpasses recoent lssues of the old magazine.

DOPEESON 2% 28 fully (and well) illustrated, photlith pages of news, books,
reviews, cartocns and letters. This issue is rather heavy with Con-necws and
contributors' photos. Review of the film 'China Syndrone's Beautifully
turncd out, and well worth its UK rate of §7.60 for 10 surface rail issucsSee
or $13.25 by 2air....UE agent is Brian Walker, 2 Daisy Bonk, Quernnore Rde,
Lancester Lancs, but the zine comes from Brian Thurogocd in gdustralia, who
has o new ad resss- 40 Korora Rd., Onerm, Waihcke Island, Hauroki Gulf. T¥.

VUEBIUB TBIF 25 . 1ogs than 7k Sixmo (slightly larger than half AS5) which
nakes it about 4" thick., Very few illos, so the issue is Jjanmed with highly
rendeble stuffe "Whos Afraid Of Gene Wolfe?! and a 'Gene Wolfa Biography'
both by R.¥Werner. There is an articlec on recent peoll results, some book
reviews, sone fanzine comtientary, letters and a long article by Philip Jose
Farter. $#1.00 an ish, or 6 for ¥5.,00 from Ed Connor, 1805 N.Gale, Pcoria,
I1L 61604, U.S.A,

TEE LOOKING GLASS A slim (tbpp) beautifully produced bit of work..cover hy
""""""" =S===== Jike Roden, some superb interior art; a piece on VIR by
Linda RBushyager which ought to get you startcd; Jetters, revicws (and that
grcat art).eincluded with this issue is THE STRLLAR FANTASY NEWSLETTiR..six
roges af excellent art and Andy Andriischak's cxcellent NASA column, 45c¢ fraom
Zen Fulves, 25 Parkway, Montclair, NJ 07042440e..(and Ben, I found that note)
UNENOWN FRESS : s :
SUfmEaa-s0ERE presents 'Dditor's Notes'! a ditailed look at the variouas
facets of fanzine production (sounds like my Duplicating Nptes), rnethods of
reproduction, explanations of different tynes of fanzines etce & limited
cdition pamphlet nimed at the fanzine editor and non=-cditor ali%e. Includes
the addresscs of mony SF books and magazine publishers and nanufactufers of
layout-related praducts. Price $2.00 from Ben Fulves (address above)s

Ben also offers frorm UNENOWN PRESS te A FiN ART PORTFOLIO..TC full page
illes on art paper..81.50. A ifike Roden SHOWCAGE..75c. anil beck issues of
THE LOOKING GTASS at $17.00 cache If in doubtasedrop Ben a linee.s.and I can
vouch for the fact tha* production is impeccables

7 T S _PANZINE LLOG, T ! i
£§§=£¥gég—%AJZlB~—gégéggg——I} 22 pages of capsule roviews of every fanzine

recoived by Brian Barl Brown, 16711 Burt Rd., Noe207, Detroit,Michigan 43219,
4 issucs for E2.00 or Brian will trade 3 issucs of Wofan for 1 of yours..how
can you lose ? This issue also has a lettercol, a Peoll form, and Autoclave
Con news. Gel this_and FPanzine Eunatique, and youtll not miss much in

sha Ticld. Maybe I'T1l sec you inDetroit, Brianh...Lynn Hickrian is necting
pe at the airpert on Monday August 25 or the 11-30 flight out af Bostona




15

lineh as it pains me to adnit

it) I eften malte an ass of nyself for no good reason other than it giving
me something to do. 'orking in the British Library (as it is ny fate at
the noment) is akin to those sensory deprivation experiments carried out a
few years agos To say that it's boring is a bit like saying that liiss
Tmited Kingdon 'looks CeJK.'e In & word, it's hellish, and 1™ convinced
that three years in the place has finally taken its toll, Last month for
exarole, I walked down a crowded street wearing a hidecus rubber nesk, It've
always derived a certain perverted enjoyment fron surprising peoples I
was ignoredl It could have turned into a peculiar situation.

Speaking of peculiar situations, I ran into soncone the other day who
was under the impressien that unnanned spacecraft such as NASA's two
Voyagers are shut down shortly after launch until they reach their targets.
In fairness, this is understendable, since the only time the TV and news-
papers nention then is when they start sending picturecs back to Earth. The
fact that continual tests, calibrations and manocuvrcs must be carried out
for the entire mission is just not headline material; which is the reason
vou hear nothing about it. It's doubtful whether Voyager will be neking
the ‘News At Ten'! again until the Saturn cncounter bperations begin in
August of this year,

To give you an idea of wkat goes on in these so~called 'coasting'
periods, this is what has been hapdening to the Voyager spaceeraft slnce
1ast Decenber. At the beginning of the month, tests conducted on Voyager
1's photopolarineter (dosigned to detect surface and atuospheric chemicals
on Jupiter, Saturn, and their noons) confirrmed that its sensitivity to
1ight was virtually no) ~existent. The device had given causc for concern
during the spacecraftts encounter with Jupiter, and was gaid to be no
longer capable of recording uscful data. On December 13th., Voyager 1's
control rockets were fired for 37 ninutes in order to coffect a flight path
adjustment and speed increase of approxinately 1imphe Following this course
change nanoeuvre, the spacccraft failed to orient itsclf properly with the
high pain antenna pointed at Barth. An internal communic#tions prcblen
between Voyager 1's central conmputer and its attitude control systent brought
about a premature halt in the reorientation sequence. Efforts to correct
this by the controllers were unsuccessful. On December 15th, Full cormiun-
jeations were restored when the spacecraft was nanceuvered so that its radio
antenna beans swept around the Sun and located the Earth, It then aligned
itself properly on the §9th with its control sensors viewing the refere¢nce
star Canopus and the Sun, Dy neen the following day, Voyager 1 was
cperating in its normal cruise mode.



sounds gcode BT ,J}))

On January 2nd., Voyager 2 measurcd the ultraviolet light from two
stars, The following day, Voyager 1 exccuted a slow roll in order to carry
out a specisl measurcneont of the Sun's magnetic fieldes On January 15tha,
Voyager 1 was positioned .to enoble a TV comera calibration.using sunlight
reflected from o plate on the base of the craft to take place. Then, on
Jane2hth,, Voyager 2 was wogramned so that: its radiation and noagnetic field
instrurents could scan in difforent dircctions, Engineering and scientific
data were recorded for later playback tc Barth in anticipation of a 2bhr,
comrurications blackout. This went accofding to plan and recorded data were
transmitted to Borth on the 29th and 39st. At the time of writing, Voyager
1 is 232,900,000 nile¢s away from Saturn which it will pass in Noverber.
Voyager 2 is 342,000,000 miles from Saturn which it will pass in August 1981,

E;EE§E§=£¥£E£§E§ You'lve heard it a thousand tings befores, at post=flight

nress conferences, on talk shows, in nagazine IntervicWses. The guestion
guaranteed tc bring a hand to the forehead or groans of regignation fron an
astronaut. 'What is it really like ?" TFor anyone cven vaguely intercsted
in o conprohensive answer, ailthough perhaps not cne that relates to the
spaceflight experience, Tom Wolfe has written a book entitled s~

ITHE RIGHT STUFF? Chuck Yeager hal the right stuff, Witk the entire
left side of his facc burned, his left oyc socket slashed and caked shut
with drie? blood and o severely burned left hond, he stond waiting fcr the
rescue helicopter..his porachute rolled up, and his helnet in the crock of
Sl Pete Conrad hat the right stuff and could get away with duaping
an enena bag on a Goneral's desk and announcinge. '"fou're lo-king at a an
who has given hinself his last enenal™ Bud Jennings didn't have the right
stuff and cnded his days as a roasted hulk with no heads

tithout the right stuff, you werc either one cf the also-raus,
ar dende esso'If was a damned shame, but he sculd have known better than
iy wait so laong beforc lowering the flaps.h

What was it REALLY like ? Read the borsk and find oute.
# THE RIGHT STUFIFY by Ton WUclfe
Published by Jonathan Copee £6495

Savassessasssncaae DAVC Griffiths.

((And I've just got word frou Mike Banks
of another highly recomriended booukes.which
I haven't yet been able te run

COtMases

THE RCCKET The History and
Developnent of Rocket and
Missile Technologye.

David Baker PhD

New Cavendish Bockse.

eseDTice uUnknown, but it
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ROBERT BLOCH Twenty-one years ago L was living in Weyauwege,Yisconsin, and

goiigngz};s truly believed that my life was over. Aside from a few sales
o R to SMUTTY SF and the like, I had nothing to keep me going
except an oecasional CARE package. Then ERG entered my life and everything
changed, Not necessarily for the better, but changed, nonetheless .

Mind vow, I'm not saying that your magazine is responsible for what
Happened. I cannot absolve myself of blanme, for that would be chickening out
and the old question of which came first, the chicken or the IRG has never
been truly resolved. DBut twenty-one years is a long time, and surely you
and your publication have had some effect on your readers. Considor the
power of the printed word, as demonstrated by the Bible. Then remember that
God only wrote two editions, whereas ERG has nov reached seventy. With all
that verbiage going for you, it's a wonder to me that you haven't beconmec a
cult-figure like Harlan Ellison or Ethel Lindsay.

Nevertheless, you are a power to be reckoned with, and now that your
fanzine has atfained its majority I cannot allow the occasion to go unnoticed.
You deserve full marks for all you've accomplished over the years; like Roger
Tlwond and Sol Cohen, you arc truly a Publishing Giant, and when you get ta
the Jloreascon, Isaac Asimov will let you kiss his ring.

There is little I can add to such homage, except to wish you another
twenty-one years of fanediting success. If you continue with the bine for
that much longer, then ERG will be exactly the same age I was when I
believed my life was over., WYWhich will serve it right,

Incidentally, it's rather difficult for me to say anything awecific
about ERG because I have never been able to diseover just what that word
means. UMy guess is that it must be one of thosc Dritish expressions, like
twit, barmy, or bugger off. I tried looking it wp in the dicPionary, but
without successe This may be d's in part, to the fact that our deg has
chewed away cvery page of the book as far as the letter e When he gets up
to P, I dent*t know what T'11l do. . =

Sorry about that; it must be the result of secing too much of Benny
Hill on the telly. As a matter of fact there was a good deal more of this
sort of thing in ny letter until my wife exercised ¥ar powers of censbrship

> Lated | . a
and emasculated it Hoping you are the same, Bob

{({(Gee t'ankse Rc that cults..have you never heard of dovil worship? As for
God, well he didn't have the British Post Office to contend withe 4n ERG is
the small amount of energy I originally intended to spend on the 'zince Keep
your dog fed on Spratis, buy a good dictionary and avoid such problems. As
for Benmy Hill, wcll he is our amswer to “harley's Angels and Mindy and Mork.
B rther 21 years of FERG would sec me tangling my beard in the duper at the
venerable age of 78...still, they say you get madder as you gef olders. TJI))
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William Bains A friend and I had fun with model rockets in our youth,but
¥lat 13 G Tocil rather than concentrating on the modelling as the American
Unive of Warwick ones do {{They go for modelling and performance)) we were
Coventry CV4 7AL wmerely content to sce ours work. Rather less dangerous
than the old weedkillereand-sugar bombs that pre-adolesc-—
ents of all ages love to play with, but not much so. Our maximum apogee
with a ecompletely home-made rocket was 25ft, and I have a photo of one doing
a magnificent sub-orbital hop to an (cstimated) 6" peake Altering Guy
Fawkes rockets is checaper and safer, ond works.s.usually. I ¥lush to rccall
the one that launched its second stage from a height of 2 fte...when it was
coming down, nese firste. And thc one that wobbled to 20 ft and hovered
there, Oh well, these were based, vaguely, on the aercdynamic principles

explained in the self-same manuals you refer toe. Tn imerica, one con geb
Y 2 (2 4

liguid fuel models {(My son had a water-pressure powered one in the early
fifties!))) which I believe, ea2n be made restartable, These cost, of course,
and are not for the beginner who is advised to stick to the solid duel kits,
The eagines for solid fuel arec available in the U.K., although on a rather
under-the~counter basis.generally as their legality is questionable. As for
inporting then, do it by surface mail, The engines are based on cordite, I
believe, and I suspect would deteriorate, or cven go off in an unprossuriscd
luggage baye. ({(Tomorrow the stars,))
EEITE FREZNAY ACKyle (({(Dave Kyle's son))) brought one of the rockets
269 gk SEBIREG a3 bacl from the States several .
Rending RG6 1PL you discuss, back from the ates several years Jgo, anC
believe, it was launched in the grounds of his schoole. -
whether permission was got (somechow), or whether it was done “in ignorance®
T don't ltnow. A far cry from ny schooldays when we discovered a part of o
retal foil rmilk bottle top, fixed arcund the geraped ofi head of a mateh,
when 1it would soar from one end of the classroon to tho other! ILxperinents
guickly proved that more than one nmatch=head caused weight/thrust probloense..
although they did shoot along the ground in a very satisfying manner. ((x
used silver paper..then graduated from match-heads to heome-naxie gunpowdeXs.
but ny hore nad charcoal was too coarse))

William Boins..of course a lot of eritics will jump on you (and hin) for
putting this 'hardtscience article in a fanzine,.but no matter in what outs
of=thcenay place, the truth will be told (no onc ever gentions it being
believed)s Personally, I think the gravity at the rin nust have sone
strange propertims, or rather the properties of gravity at the rim have
strange effects - this explains why one can leove houme, go Fast (you can go
West, but I JidnIt like the sund of that) and, cventually arrive back hone,
It nust be that at the rin, gravity causes you lnknowingly)
te start travelling round the rirc, Vhy ‘'gravity! rather
than electro=nagnetism 7 well, think of the gravity of
the situation if travelleors could fall off the edgce.
ancther thought, naybe this gravitational quirlk is less
powerful on the Wostern edBe..{(Try to be spocific about
gravity and nay explain the origin of the phrase "Going
Vest', (Explain to the youngsters about RAF slang, Terry).
(Well, it's quite simple, if anyone went for a Burton
in a fatal prang, we used to say they'd bcught the farn.
gnyone nct hanpered by the HDOID (and thercefore nct as
din as a brown type) could get clued up on such gen by
doing sore charpoi boshing with & good gen books..0K?2))
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Roger "addington Snjoyed your dissertation on model rocketry, though I'm
+ Commereial St not altogether convinced as to its pleasureses I mean, T
Morton, Malton renember Goddard and the American Rocket Soeclety and
TGRKS . Yernher von Braun taking part in the Germanic equivalent,

and how withou® such men and thelr piloneering efforts, there wouldn'f be an
Anmerican Space Prograrme. {(((HE'm..and in England, experirientation on rqckets
and radlo contrel is homstrunge.sc we have no space programicss.and limited
other experimentation))) e're still tinkering with the most primitive of
launching mechanisms, scens to be a negation of all rocketry should stand
ford We shoul? be expainenting to find ncew ways to send those rockets
highers Exploring the ways of dolng it In soue alternate universe I
expect that model rocket enthusiasts arc discovering the principles of anti-
gravitys; of the long forccast I'TL grive; which they night yet, in this
universod I sec model rocketry now, as more the equivalent of the nodel
railway énthusiasts, that is spending their time and finding their enthus-
iasi in the nostalgia of the old stean lines and

re~creating ther, rather than looking forward to the

shape of future transport .
i ) pe TJooking through your book

reviews calls to nind how many of the great clossics
are 9till in print and finding a new gencration of
readerss I mcan, you've got 'The Kraken Wakes! in
there, 'The City And The Stars?, '"Voyage Of The Space
Beagle! and literzlly half a dozen others. Might be
zn idea for a competition to pgues which titles
printed today will beeome classic, the winner boing
deerded in twenty yeors tines {(Anyone willing to
wait for their prize ? Offhand, I'd bot a good
rescentage of the winners would be the 'classic!?
of twenty years ago.))
P
E?g:stggélﬁoai I've nade up the nedel accorde
- oo y » 1a - S

Sharlton Heirhts }ng.to the seerct plans on the
il g s [~ < ) O YL
Wentame . OXON 1n91Jc,of the envelewe you

BC» sent (({(How nany uther rcaders C e
noticed I'd made the envelopes out of old technical
drowing papers?)) I'nm sorry to tell you the full scale todel didntt
get off the ground. {((I'*m not curprised, it was a post-hole Aifgor)).
Unfortunately, as covery school boy knows, scientists arc not agrcod as to
the location of the Barth's cdge or the thickness of the world's disc. (((If
the disc is as thick as the avercge trode unionistt!s skull, then we shant't
get through it)). Whilc the hardware for any such explatory nission nust
of nccessity, incorporate a good deal of theorctical speculation, I anm surc
that the only possible starting point nust he in Bermondesoy. We should enlist
the aid of such sceriocus ninded scientists as Bob Shaw. @Ots is possible that
his ship Yurin 8 is powcrful cnough to overcone the forces that keep us tied
to the Barth's surface. (((Presunably its symbol would be a Yelsk lcak P))

Thank you for ERG 69, n fun issue nicely balanced by the serious

philosophicsl debate in the Lletter column. ((Huh.. I ndssed that.)) My
Tingers, tinme and purse no longer allow ne to indulgac in nodelling, but I
have a dcar frient who's son hangs on every word of your articles on the
subjects Problen with FLFAF 0400 working riolels in this country is spaccs
({That{s why I likc spacc nadcls))) Few people realisc that our air space is
sc crowded, that theroe are very few areas left where it is legal to cven fly
a kitese {((Worses.this ciiy usced to have several nodcel boat lakes..and now
even they have been diverted to other uses. Just where CAN kids play 2))

S
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DOUG YOUNG I liked the Brgitoriel on the 2,I.Y, Spaceships Very neat -
14 Church St., and to the point, but whatever happened to the old Jelex
Whitstable engines we used to buy. (((Anyone know?))) I started building
Kent models from scrateh (no kits) in 1928...rocket racing cars

about 12" long; 3 or 4, penny skyrockets in the rear nosed up agalnst the
driving seat. I started making them after seeing Fritz ven Opel in his
rocket ca8r..pictures in the newspapers of the time. They used to go like
hell, very spectacular!

gIgE EOEA§§§ Have been guite involved in building rockets for a counpet-

Miléord ition that I and another local rocketeer are entering as a
. _ teann in Hay. I've built two Boost-gliders, converted from

%hgoA45750 Jetco kits for the A enginem=powered boost-glide events,

and am working on a model for 'predicted altitude' conpete
ition. (You calculate how long Your model will stay in the air, including
boot%s, ecoast and descent based upon its weight, coefficient of drag and
engine size)s and I'll be building a 5ft tall rocket for 'Super=Roc'
duration (rocket has to be over 5ft tall) and longest in the air wins.

Rich Cardillo, the other NAR member, is doing scale, (A 'Hawk' missile) and
B/G and 'Super-Roc's e will have a fly-off to sec whose model dogs the
best for entry in the meets. With any luck, we will come home with trophies
or ribbons. ({((Rest of lurk and may you clear the board of trophies. I'll
sure take you up on the offer to launch one when I'm over there in August))

¥ » ADVE EMEY N E
Z82L ADVERIISEMENT.«+ gcImnT FICTION BOOKS PUBLISHED IN BRITAIN

A bimonthly listing of SF books published during the previeus two
months with notes on those promised for the following three, compiled by

Gepald Bishop. Subscription Rates: #£1.50 (6 issues. TPost free)

There are also cunulative bidbliographies of past years available:
1969/70  1972/73 £1425 each  1974/1973  £3.50

American titlcw= will be found in Joanne Burgers! Forthcoming SI' Boclis,

a bimonthly listing covering four to six months. =
Sub rates... 22,50 (6 issues, Airmail)
Joint Sub, to SFBPIB and FE™A £3450

And Joanne has annual lists for the years 1972; 3; 43 5 & 6 £1.25 eagh
(forthooming, 1971..reprint, 1977 and 1978)

ORDER FROMeawa» Aardvark House, P.0O, Box 10, Winchester, Hants,S8022 4QA

[Agee Bt R p v el -t v e P g

___________ Born to San and Mary Lonfe...91b 6oz..21ﬁ" long «s..at 9427
on some unspecified day...(Sann forgot to mention that inportant bit
o data)...DAVID MARK REED LONG. Meother and baby both fines..drop
then a line at 1338 Crestview Drive/Springfield/Illinois 62702. I
know it was sone time in January...if it comes through in time I 1
tack it in here ( Y A LONG life to all concerned.

T s R R S L e T W e e R R ===~ - e ] == ===

WANTED *COLOSSUS AND THE CRAB! by DJF. Jones.e..trade or buy he or pbe
=ETET= 180 wanted...pre 1935 sf and aircraft magazings...will trade for
pnint hardcovers and papeorbacks. Contact the editors dlse intercested in
books on the cinema, astrenony and popular sclcenccea..whot have you got ?
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In ERG 69, I nentioned an article by Harry Andruschak, on the conet nission

of 1985.0 -.here it isj reprinted fron STELLAR FANT;XSY I\IE'LJSI'ETTER ...3 h) )]
PO o0 C o e A I 2 w{}??lzlzwgwrﬁrrqgglk353}::"!1);: Yo Kk s 2 BXLES IS S
A :3-2\:‘.)(1%}-" ) s NORTCLLE v L 1
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IR s (VR y I < Vsl BHE TON-DRIVE COMET MISSION
L] R or 1985 '
Q.. Ty ‘
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5 RGrecbf the nany nissions that JPL
(Jet Propulsion Laboratories) has wanted to launch, has been a rendezvous
with a conet. Ye know so little obout these inhabitants of the Solar Systen.
There are problens, however, to such a rendezvous. Conventlonal xockets do
not have the energy required. Bven the nighty Saturn V is hopelesly under-
powered for the nmissions planned. The solution has been the ion-drive,
otherwise known as Solar Tlectric powers

ol st - -

Then there is the cost of such a nission. It is steeps..and at the
rmenent, we are in a financial squeeze as far as funding for HASMA goese ;n
1978, we tried to get financing for an ion-drive mission to rendezvous with
this. very active young comete Money was rcfused, to the anguish of nuch of
the scientific world, JPL cane up with a sccond chance at a conet nission,
Tt will have to be started next yeor if it is to get off the ground in tine,
I have no idea whether Congress will give us the money. But if they doesees

On August.?. 1985, & Shuttle will blast off from KSCs Once in -
orbit, its bay doors will open, and a spacccraft perched on an IUS (Inertial
Upper Stage) will appear. The Shuttle will ease away from the IUS, then
give the order to fire, The IUS will lounch the spacccraft out of Earth
orbit and away from the ecliptic. Then the spocecraft will separate fron
the booster ond unfold enormous wing pancls of solar cells. 30Kw will be
gensrated to power the lon~engines,

On Nov,28 1985, the spacecraft will have a fast flyby of Comet Halley,
&t this tinme the comet will be 73 days from perihelion, at a distance of
1.5 AU (Astronaonical Units, about 140 nillion niles) fron the Sune Fo rend-
czvous is possible, since Halley will be noving at an inclination of 162° to
the ecliptics Instead, a snall probe will be dropped to pas through the
tail of the coret. A poor second best to what we could have donc with a
rendezvous, but at least we will get sone information. Hallley will continue
on to perihclion on Feb.9 1986, .nd that is that for 76 years, as far as
probing Halley's ccnet goes.

The spaceeraft will continue its journey, using its ion drive %o
elinb out of the plane of the ecliptic to 12°, the inclination of Conet
Tonple Twoe. This corict is a rather older one, with a period of 5.3 years
and a perihelion distance of 7.38 AU. On July 18,1988, the spacecraft will
have achieved rendezvous with Tenmple Tw.. 60 days froum perihelion an at a
roangs of Te5 iUes For nost of the next year, neasurerients will be taken of
ccenetary gases, appaarance, ionisation and so one The spacecraft will follow
the comet round the sun and all the way ocut to 3.0 AU, The nission is to
be teminated on July 14, 1539...1400 days fron first launch, Wish us luck
in getting noney fron Congress, friends.
ind in- a letter on Feb.15, Harry says.. "The nission is cancelled due to
lack of funds, and that is a daun shame, as it would have been a fun nissicn
vq, b6 an%s Agreed, Harry...now if only we could power one with the hot
air fron Congress, Parliarente..and unpty thousand football natches ese
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R ECE NT TWO, LARCGE-SIZED ART/TEXT BOOKS from Pierrct
Lach 28c¢cn x 28cm and cramed with artwork e

ALIEN_ LANDSCAPLS

S=xs—==c======== The authors have selected a
Holdstack nunber of SF 'classics'! and
and Ldwards. ocutlined their setiings «
Pierrot £5.,50 useful if you haven't read

the tales and equally
fascinating if you haves By referring to
pscudo~texts and refercnces plus writing in
the style of ‘this is how it happened'y they
have added an extra dizmension and linkiag to
*  unrclated stories. What recally brings the
‘ project alive is the ccllection of guperb art
work. (Quibblce Why not say where they first
s appeared 29) In brief; RAMA,.Jim Burns.
}-», * PIRN..R & L Garlunds OKIE CITIES,.John Harris.
$. MESKLIN..Tony Roberts. DSEROS..Colin Haye
: ARRAKIS . .Terry Ookes. RIFGWORLD..Stuart Hughese
5. TRANTOR. ..ingus HeKic. HOTHOUST,.Bob Fowke.
¢ DD OF THE WORLD,.Les Rdwards. Some of the
" work is a bit garish, but pernissibly so,
since they were done (?) for cover art. A
real trecat for SF and art buffse.
PLANDT STORY

Harrison &% Burng Picrrot £5.50

Horry Horrison has written a delightful space opera scnd-up and this
has been superlatively illustrated by Jin Burns who supplies sore 50 very
detailed paintingse. Private Parrts has been exiled to Strabisuus, but when
Lortiun is found there, the giant robot machine RRAGG is sent to lay a raile
road to the mine. 3Being of Llow IQ, he goes slap through various cities on
the waye Wher .adniral Soddy takes his personal train along the line,
acconpanied by a hordkt of troopers, Private Parrts and the luscious Styreen
Tone, they weet hostility and nenaces True lust finally triunphse. Hilaricus,
souped-up fanzine hunour with terrifice iilustrations..drocl over Styrcen
Pone. 4 suecossful alliance of the coffee-table art bocok with a tengue,
firmly-in-cheek, space operae. I loved it. If you can only affcrd one of
these two goodies, nortgage the canary and buy 'en both,

_______________ Just as snnll-tine crook, Damcecles Montgorerie is about
Keitk Launer . to be gunned-dewn, alien obscrver Xorialle irntervenes in
Sidgwick & Jackson order to experinent on a hunan being on benalf of the
595 Galactic Concensuse. His experinents turn the criminal

into a super being who sets out te overthrow Xorialle's plans and to oppose
the Concensus. The results and events are highly rceniniscent of once of P.X.
Dick's Galactic romps. The first half of the tale is sheer, gripping, wishe
fulfillnent in the elassic vein, but the galactic adventures seened to be
rather aoffethe~cuff and lacked the pace of the beginnings MNevertheless,
Dariocles puts up a scintillating perfornance as a new style supernan and
although this probably won't win any Hugo, it should still get a geod
reception, especinlly by the less strait-laced.



E&EEEQM!§_£§§E§QLQ Hugh PFarnham has prepared carefully far nuclear war 23

Corgi £1.25 survival, but when it starts, he, his family and their
coloured servant Joseph are blasted into the far future,

They start to settle in to a new life, but are quickly

Robert A, Heinlein

picked up by the new rulers, the blacks..and white people are for slavery,
rape or castration. A situation which reverses Joseph's menial role in a
neat eharacter change. Farnham is the archetype Heinlein father figure but
the yarn is highly rcadable both for plot and writing skill. Recommended.

|==S=== This is the story of one man's dream set against
Futura 'Quantum?! £7%.,25 a hard-core background of space exploration.
and Chet Kinsman, alienated from his rich father, is

Sidgwick & Jackson £6,95 junior Air Force lieutenant with his heart set

on getting into spaces.e.and later, to the moon.
e follow his progress through confrontation and promotion as he faces
problems, burcaucracy and the hazards of space travele, Set in the vory near
futurc; authentic as fiction can ever be, this c¢ould almost be tho dramratised
biography of a contemporary astronaut. Maoybe not Award material..it is too
‘real ! and hard core for that I'm sorry to say (I personally suspect that
onkly Woolly! toles win awards) but this is a compelling novel. UWhether you
buy hardcover or soft you'll not regret it if you like real SFe. For ny

rnoncy, Igd rate it as Bova's best to date.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE TALISMAN
Cliffor® D Simak T A nediaeval but 29th Cent, setting in an
sidgwick & Jackson £6,95 a}ternate universce The Lord's son Dgncan and
his conrade Conrad, set off on a rission to
convey a holy nanuscript te Oxenford. Their journey involves crossing the
Desolate Land; a wandering, unfixed area populated by wercwolves, trolls,
denons and the rionstrous Herrderse. dAlong the way, the travellers acquire
a ghost, a goblin, a hermit, a witch and a beautiful, griffin-riding girla
From here on, it is a trek-through-troubles, with nagiec, riayhen,nystery and
nonsters ns our heroes wander the lande Of recent years, Simak has worn this
plot into the ground with tales such as 'Destiny Toll', Shakespearc’s
Planet!, 'Ceuetery World?® and so ons Even the 'ghost! has treklced beforce
A shane, but although Sinmak has produced awllewritton tale and a lively
assortuent of characters there's nothing new here for the long boiling pote
Alternatively. if you haven't read the others, thon this is a rcal treat,

GATIMAY TO_LINSO

Big business tyecoon lawkesworth has

—— e e e e s e T et —

Chris Lanpton opcned a portal into an alternate
Sidgwick & Jackson universe populated by the Zzyri. He
£5¢50 arranges an encrgy transfer which

. invelves sacrificing merbers of a
race, native to the portal world. .illison Carstairs,
his scecond in connand scta out to foil the schene.

The result is a round-the-houses adventurce yarn with
several lcose ends (how did Carstairs retain his tLeccht
while being brainwashed and rebuilt?). Hawkesworth
proves highly inplausibles.as ¢¢ Carstairs and the
fwo alien races. However, the yarn has plenty of fast
action and if adventure and excitenent is whaf you
crave, then you'll find it aplenty herce This could
well have appeared in the old Astounding before its
declinee



material..it

QHE NIGWE:Q” RADAR After a thousand ‘year journey, an autonated starship
selects a planet and begins to grow, cducate and awaken the embryos in its
tankse. An alien influence initiates a change in the procedurc. 4 Ianding
is made and tlhe colonists find they arc on an island so set out to make a
bridge to the mainland, then find they have to cope with strange creatures,
hunanoids and further interference from the 'Manipulators®e The author has
given his colonists an Arab culturce and done it superbly. Characters come
alive with eredible notives and dialoguee The plot grips you from page one,
avoids irritoating loose ends and hold you till tie end. Written by Garry
Kilworth, and 95p from Penguin...and you'll net regret buying it.

THE ARD URGE N
1B CUIWARD, UZ3S The Troon saga of five stories from the late fifties.
Wyndhan & Parkes The Troon men have an urge to space, and here we have
Penguin 95p each male descendant in turn deing his bit to ald man's

destinye Bach Troon is a mix of Biggles and Dan Dare and
the tales have ‘that mellow blandness characteristic of carlier British SI.
Traan (cach descendant is virtunlly the same pan) saves a satellite fron
missile attack; nakes the first Mars landing; experiencoes atonic warfare
fron the surviving Moon Basej cscapes fron Brazil's space nonopoly to land
on waterlogged Venus; and finally nanages to live twice after a disaster in
spacee Snooth, pleasant stuff, but not conpulsive readinge

MIRACLE VISITORS

________________ Michacl Peacocke is seduced by a blonde in a UFO. Later,
Jan Watson after hypncosis by John Deacon, strange events and visitat-
ranther &1,00 ions conmiience,s Together with Deacon and UFO investigator

Shriver, he visits the nocn and nects an alien race before
finding that even reality is being warped by 2 group mind. This is less a
story than a catch-all ained at 'cosnologistst's If you Believe in UFOs,
Pyranid Power and von Daniken, then you'll drool over this onee It explains
just about every sort of occurrence you can inagine.

SURDITR. NI K
E==2Lﬂ—LJ“—§£BLb The authors postulate that Earth's history was vastly
Yalworth & Sjostron wnodified by ice ages and catastrophic bormbardnent by
Panther £1,.25 reumants of a disintegrated fifth plancet. Orthodoxy
is wrong, so the writers supply their version of plate

tectenics, the death of reptiles, nagnefic variations and so one As a
layman I susoect such staterients as "tornadocs are sustained lightning bolts,
and hurricanes are nirror-inages of sunspotsi The debating style is of the
omior, 'it can' be A, therefore it nust be B' (ignoring the possibility of
C,D or E, etcs) However, if you scoff at orthodoxy and nrefer an alternate
lock ot our planct, then here it is.
EEE—QHgézgégHIEE Yhen a pair of down~at-heel tecachers at an nth. rate
E.C.Tubb ) private school get kettled in the crmpany of a rejected
Dobson £4.95 research scientist, anything can happen. 1In this case, 1t

does when they stagger back to the school labs. and, by
dint of electronics, voodoo~drums and a fouch of psi power, manage to create
a working ‘*luck machine's The results arc disastrously successful and there

is o sting in the Yalle nyso 3o ghy best Tubdb tale I've read (ond the
ecarlier ones were goad)e. In 'Luck Machine' he comzs up with a beautifully
constructed yarn with touches of Thorne Smith..and even Padgett's mad
scientist 'Gallegher'. Tubb mines a new vein of humour and finds the
mother—-lodce.
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MARS AS PHOTOGRAPHED DURING THE VIKING-2 APPROACH (Early August, 1976) — Viking 1
Lander events and activities dominated the attention of the Viking Flight Team carly in August last year,
overshadowing much of the approach science completed by the Viking 2 spacecraft prior to its orbit
insertion August 7th, However, its approach program was trouble free and produced an impressive valume
of science data — including this dramatic color approach picture of Mars taken August 5 from a distarice of
418 000 kilometers (260 355 miles). Viking 2 approachad Mars more from the dark side than had Viking 1
in mid-June, providing a crescent view in contrast with tha half-disc perspective afforded by the first
spacecraft. Contrast and color ratios are enhanced to improve the visibility of subtle surface topography
and color variations. Bright plumes of water ice clouds extend a considerable distance northwestwared from
the western flank of Ascreaus Mons — the northern most of the three volcanoes aligned on the Tharsis
“pulge”. The middle Tharsis volcano, Pavariis fAons, is barely visible within the dawn terminator below and
to the west of Ascreaus Mons. The great rift canyon system, named Valles Marinerfs following its discovery
during the Mariner IX mission, extends from the center of Ihe picture at the terminator downward to the
east. Its full lenath is ncarly 4800 kilometers (3000 miles), including the camplax at its west end named
Noctis Labyrinthus (sometimes called the Chandelier because of its branched, inverted-triangle topographic
patlern). The bright basin near the bottom is Argyre, one of the largest impact scars on Mars. This ancient
crater is near the south pole {which is nol visible in this picture), and is brightened by icy surface frosts and
fogs which are characteristic of the near-polar regions when each is experiencing its hemisphere’s winter
season.






